Amendment and Response 

Applicant: Mark A. Smith et al. 
Serial No.: 09/839,385 
Filed: April 20, 2001 
Docket No.: 10001074-1 

Title: INK CONTAINER CONFIGURED TO ESTABLISH RELIABLE FLUIDIC CONNECTION TO A 
RECEIVING STATION 

REMARKS 

This Amendment is responsive to the Office Action mailed January 19, 2005 , in 
which claims 22-24 were rejected, and claims 1-8 and 10-20 were allowed. With this 
Response, claims 22-24 are canceled from the application. Allowed claims 1-8, and 10-20 
remain pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 103 

Claims 22-24 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over Otis 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,572,214) in view of Heim et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,789,883). 

With this Response, claims 22-24 are canceled from the application for the purpose of 
speeding the issuance of the allowed claims. Applicants reserve the right to pursue the 
canceled claims in a continuing application, at which time the rejection of claims 22-24 will 
be addressed. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 23 was objected to because it includes a reference character (34, line 2) which 
is not enclosed within parentheses. 

As noted above, with this Response, claim 23 has been canceled from the application. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The Examiner has indicated claims 1-8 and 10-20 are allowed. The Examiner states 
the combination or method as claimed wherein solidifying the sealing material at least 
partially in a groove in the sealing structure or between the sealing surface and the sealing 
structure (claims 1, 7, 10, 16) is not disclosed, suggested, or made obvious by the prior art of 
record. Applicant agrees that claims 1-8 and 10-20 are allowable for at least this reason. 
However, the claims are allowable for other reasons as well. Applicant submits that the 
present claims are allowable for at least the reason that the references of record in the 
application do not teach or suggest all the limitations of the claims as recited in the claims 
themselves. 
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CONCLUSION 

In light of the above, Applicant believes the application is in condition for allowance, 
and Notice to that effect is respectfully requested. 

Any inquiry regarding this Amendment and Response should be directed to either 
Matthew B. McNutt, Esq. at Telephone No. (512) 231-0531, Facsimile No. (612) 573-2005 
or Thomas A. Jolly at Telephone No. (541) 715-7331, Facsimile No. (541) 715-8581. In 
addition, all correspondence should continue to be directed to the following address: 



Hewlett-Packard Company 

Intellectual Property Administration 
P.O. Box 272400 

Fort Collins, Colorado 80527-2400 



Date: 7^5? ZZ 2o^f 
MBM:dmd 



Respectfully submitted, 

Mark A. Smith et al. 

By their attorneys, 

DICKE, BILLIG & CZAJA, PLLC 
Fifth Street Towers, Suite 2250 
100 South Fifth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
Telephone: (612) 573-2000 
Facsimile: XjS 12) 573-2005 




B. McNutt 



'Matth 
Reg. No. 39,766 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.8 : The undersigned hereby certifies that this paper or papers, as described herein, 
are being deposited in the United States Postal Service, as first class mail, in an envelope address to: Mail Stop 
Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on this 22nd day of February, 



2005. 



B y ^Xj^ul^gg ^^0L*-^> 

Name: Denyse Uauphinais 
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